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B E N J A M I N F . R U S H , P R E S I D E N T . 

J A M E S W H I T A K E R , V I C E - P R E S I D E N T 

F . H . B U R K E , W I L L I A M L A N D , 

H . P . S T A B L E R , C . W . P A I N E , 

H . A . J A S T R O , L . J . R O S E , J R . , 

T H O M A S F O X , J . W . W I L S O N , 

E . W . H O W A R D , G E O . W . K I N G S B U R Y . 

J . A . F I L C H E R , S E C R E T A R Y . 

L . R . M I L L E R , A S S T . S E C Y 

P R O G R E S S A N D I M P R O V E M E N T . 
S A C R A M E N T O , C A L . . 

May 16, 1906. 

Colonel Henry F. Posoh, 
Por t l a n d , Oregon. 

My Dear Colonel 
I received f r o n you t h i s morning, three boxes o f 

Medals by express and a good, wholesouled l e t t e r under date of the 
14th. I have w r i t t e n to our handyman i n Ran Francisco to come here 
and bring the l i s t o f awards w i t h him, and as soon as he a r r i v e s he 
w i l l s t a r t i n and d i s t r i b u t e the Medals. We have been r e c e i v i n g a 
l o t of Gold Medal Awards from Rt. L o u i s , and I f i n d i t very d i f f i c u l t 
to dispose of those awarded to Ran Francisco e x h i b i t o r s , as t h e i r 
present addresses are unknown. Consequently, we are holding on to 
the Medals i n such cases u n t i l we l e a r n where the p a r t i e s ..re, and 
w i l l have to do the s^ae i n the case of the P o r t l a n d Medal.s. 

P o r t l a n d , c e r t a i n l y did nobler i n i t s r e l i e f work f o r 
the Ran Pnuicisco s u f f e r e r s . Indeed, the whole world p r a c t i c a l l y 
rose to the occasion, and I assure you that the generous response f o r 
a i d from a l l quarters of America and from the c i v i l i z e d world general­
l y , has deeply touched the h e a r t s of every true C a l i f o r n i a n , and caus-
ed tu&ea to f e e l that we have incurred a new o b l i g a t i o n which l i f e w i l l 
not he long enough to pera i t us to pay. 

T h i s great calamity has demonstrated that i n time 
of d i r e d i s t r e s s , the b e t t e r natures become aroused and cause a phase 
of humanity not commonly c r e d i t e d , but which, n e v e r t h e l e s s , i s p l e a s -
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ing to contemplate. TTo, Ran Francisco w i l l not be r e b u i l t to i t s 
former proportions i n your days and mine, but i t w i l l be r e b u i l t and 
i n years to cone w i l l be a bigger, b e t t e r and more b e a u t i f u l c i t y 
than i t ever was. E v e r y t h i n g , v i r t u a l l y was wiped out, except the 
indomitable s p i r i t of the people, and that s p i r i t being a l i v e and 
s t i r r e d w i t h new l i f e , w i l l cause the C i t y to r i s e r a p i d l y from i t s 
ashes i n f i n e r proportions than ever. Already there i s great a c t i v i t y 
amid the scenes o f d e s o l a t i o n , and as soon as the Insurance Companies 
begin to pay t h e i r claims and the banks are i n a p o s i t i o n to d i s t r i ­
bute the money, I a n t i c i p a t e that the desolated d i s t r i c t w i l l be the 
scene of the most strenuous a c t i v i t y of any spot on the American 
Continent, and so many having s u f f e r e d beyond recovery o f new l i f e w i l l 
a f f o r d opportunities out of which many others w i l l r i s e with g r e a t e r 
might and more prominence than would have otherwise been p o s s i b l e . 

The great wealth of the S t a t e ' s m a t e r i a l resources i s not 
a f f e c t e d . The productive i n d u s t r i e s remain untouched,and C a l i f o r n i a , 
though s o r e l y s t r i c k e n , i s r i c h i n the endowments of nature and natures 
products. 

Convey to your family my s i n c e r e regards. Accept the 
thanks of the Commission f o r your promptness i n sending the Medals and 
for the very many other c o u r t e s i e s received at your hands, and believe 
me, 

Yours very t r u l y , 

G. Recretary. 


