
J O H N H . M I T C H E L L . C H A I R M A N . 

J O S . R . H A W L E Y , C . A . C U L B E R S O N . 

R . A . A L G E R . J . P. T A L I A F E R R O , 

L , H . B A L L . A . S . C L A Y , 

L E V I A N K E N Y . F . M 9 L . S I M M O N S , 

W . B . H E Y B U R N , M . J . F O S T E R , 

H A R R Y C . R O B E R T S O N , C L E R K . 

C O M M I T T E E ON C O A S T D E F E N S E S , 

UNITED STATES SENATE, 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . , 

January 13, 1904, 

Hon. Henry E. Dosch, 
P o r t l a n d , Oregon. 

My dear Mr. Dosch:-
Responding to your l e t t e r of January 8 t h i n which you 

s t a t e you would he glad to "be one of the Commissioners i n the event 
our h i l l making an app r o p r i a t i o n f o r the Lewis and C l a r k P a i r he-
comes a law, I "beg to say the h i l l provides f o r seven Commissioners 
We have, I presume, not l e s s than 20 a p p l i c a n t s already. No promise 
have been made by the delegation to any one because we have had an 
understanding t h a t u n t i l the b i l l gets through we would make no 
promises to any one. Our reason f o r t h i s i s that the P r e s i d e n t , 
a f t e r the b i l l becomes a law, w i l l undoubtedly d i v i d e the Commission -
ers among the d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s of tjre United S t a t e s , j u s t as he 
did i n the S t . L o u i s matter. Oregon probably w i l l get one, but no 
more. I t h i n k we have some 12 or 15 a p p l i c a t i o n s on f i l e from Oregon 
alone. We have determined to not consider any of these u n t i l we 
see whether we w i l l get the b i l l through. There are many a p p l i c a 
t i o n s from other s e c t i o n s of the country and a l l of them are h e l p i n g 
to secure the passage of the b i l l . Of course only seven can be 
appointed a f t e r the b i l l becomes a law, and i t may be reduced to 
f i v e . I can only say your a p p l i c a t i o n , i n connection w i t h a l l 
others w i l l have cohsid e r a t i o n when the time comes' No promises have 
been made to others t h a t w i l l r u l e out. I might say f u r t h e r i n 
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t h i s connection that I t h i n k i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , the two Lewis 
and C l a r k Corporations of P o r t l a n d w i l l have considerable to say 
about who s h a l l be appointed from Oregon. 

With the compliments of the season, I am, 
Yours very s i n c e r e l y , 


