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R E P O R T . 

Covering the work of the Missouri Commission to the L e w i s 
and C l a r k . Expos i t ion , held at Port land, Oregon, f rom June 1st to 
October 14, 1905, inclusive. 

To His Excellency, Joseph W. Folk, Governor of Missouri: 

The Forty-second General Assembly of Missouri passed tjie 
following act, which received executive sanction A p r i l 13, 1903 : 

" T h e r e is hereby appropriated for the years 1903 and 1904 the 
sum of ten thousand dollars to provide an exhibit of the resources 
of Missouri at the L e w i s and C l a r k Centennial Expos i t i on to be 
held in Port land, Oregon, from May 1 to November 1, 1905. T h e 
money herein appropriated shal l be expended under the direction 
of the Governor of Missour i . " 

B y v ir tue and authority of the foregoing act, Governor A . M . 
Dockery, on the 28th day of November, 1904, appointed the under­
signed, " A commissioner to provide an exhibit of the resources o f 
Missouri at the L e w i s and C l a r k Centennial Expos i t i on , " and a u ­
thorized h i m to select f rom Missouri 's exhibits at the World 's F a i r 
at S t . Louis such products, booths and other mater ia l that he might 
deem necessary for an exhibit at Port land . 

On the second day of December I went to S t . Louis and en­
tered upon the task of selecting a representative exhibit as r e ­
quired by the act of A p r i l 13, 1903. A t the outset many difficul­
ties presented themselves. The closing of the exposition and the 
desire of exhibitors and others to get away before winter set i n 
made a great demand for common and expert labor, and that i n 
t u r n made wages exceptionally high. I contracted w i t h M r . E . D . 
A l l en , of S t . Louis , to take down booths, products and other m a ­
ter ia l , box and crate them and place on cars inside the exposition 
grounds . The fact that the appropriation expired w i t h the closing 
of the year made i t imperative to push the work w i t h a l l possible 
haste. A t times as many as t h i r t y men were at work . Before the 
work w a s completed cold weather set in and this added to the d is ­
comforts of the situation. B u t by constant urg ing the w o r k w a s 
kept going unt i l J a n u a r y 6, 1905, when the contractor announced 
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t h a t he had that day finished his job. F i v e carloads of products, 
booths and other mater ia l had been selected f rom Missouri 's ex­
hibits at the World 's F a i r . T h e loaded cars were dispatched to 
Port land , Oregon, dur ing the second week of J a n u a r y , where free 
storage was promised unt i l space could be assigned for the ex­
hibits . Soon after the shipments were forwarded to Port land I 
followed them for the purpose of securing space for Missouri 's ex­
hibits . I had been assured that there would be plenty of space, and 
had, therefore, made quite a iarge selection of booths, products, 
etc. Upon my a r r i v a l at Port land and consultation w i t h the expo­
sit ion officials I w a s informed that a l l the available space had been 
assigned and that Missouri would be obliged to erect a building of 
its own. H a v i n g no power under my appointment to give assur­
ance that a building would be erected, I could do nothing more. 
However, before leaving for home I selected in a tentative w a y a 
site for a building, so that i f the regularly appointed commission 
should elect to put up a building a desirable location would be as ­
sured . 

I t w i l l be noticed that there is a conflict in the dates of the 
opening and closing of the exposition as named in the act of A p r i l 
13th and the dates given by me. T h e exposition managers made 
the dates as given by me to avoid as f a r as possible the r a i n y sea­
son. 

The foregoing report covers the work done under the appoint­
ment given me by Governor Dockery. 

Appended is a report of the expenditure incurred by me in the 
w o r k of securing an exhibit under the provisions of the act of 
A p r i l 13, 1903: 

S u m appropriated $10,000.00 
S u m expended for tak ing down booths and products, 

crat ing and boxing them, switching and terminal 
charges, charges of exposition officials for loading 
onto cars, cart ing, fre ight to Port land, charges for 
unloading at that point, sa lary and expenses of 
commissioner, t r i p to Port land and re turn , etc., as 
per vouchers on file in the office of the State 
Auditor 8,526.77 

Balance revert ing to t reasury $ 1,473.23 

T h e foregoing report of my work is respectfully submitted. 
E . S . G A R V E R , Commissioner. 

A n act approved March 22, 1905, provided for the appoint­
ment of a commission to represent Missouri at the L e w i s and C l a r k 
Expos i t ion , to be held at Port land, Oregon, f rom J u n e 1st to Oc­
tober 15, 1905, " f or the purpose of exhibit ing the various resources 
o f Missour i " thereat. B y authority of this act the fol lowing com­
missioners were appointed under date of A p r i l 5, 1905: R . H . 
K e r n , S t . L o u i s ; E . E . E . McJimsey , S t . Joseph ; E . S . Garver , 
G r a n t Ci ty . 

T h e Commissioners met in the Metropole hotel, S t . Joseph, 
A p r i l 10th, and perfected the following organization: President, 
R . H . K e r n ; vice-president and treasurer , E . E . E . M c J i m s e y ; sec­
re tary , E . S . Garver . 

Immediately a f ter organizing the Commission entered into 
a contract w i t h E . D . A l l en , of S t . Lou is , for the erection of what 
was known as the "Missour i bui ld ing" on the exposition grounds. 
T h e w o r k was pushed f o rward rapidly and by the opening day, 
J u n e 1st, i t was sufficiently advanced to permit the instal l ing of the 
exhibits . T h e building was 60x80 feet in dimensions, surmounted 
by a n imposing dome, and was classed as one of the neatest s truct ­
ures on the ground, though not so large as those of other states. 
A f t e r the exhibits, wh i ch represented the resources of Missouri , 
had been installed, i t was found that the exhibit of the S t . Louis 
A r t i s t s ' Gui ld , which had been promised space, could not be ac­
commodated. Accordingly an annex was built at a cost of $860 in 
w h i c h to place the exhibits of the Gui ld . The or iginal building 
cost the sum of $10,000. L a t e r another annex was added as a re ­
ception room for the accommodation and entertainment of fr iends 
and vis i tors to the Missouri building. 

Not being able to secure space in the Expos i t ion buildings, and 
the appropriation being too l imited to erect a large building, Mis ­
souri 's exhibits were l imited in var ie ty . B u t in quality the State 
did not suffer by comparison w i t h the exhibits of other states. T h e 
exhibits were entered in the name of Missouri , the individual feat­
ure being eliminated, and were representative of their class. 

T h e agr icu l tura l exhibit consisted of the various grains , 
grasses and tobacco grown in the State, w i t h corn as the leading 
feature. 

T h e minera l exhibit consisted of careful ly selected specimens 
of the different ores found in Missouri . I n addition, there was a-
large plate glass showcase which contained a specimen of every 
m i n e r a l found in the State. T h i s case attracted a great amount of 
.attention from the miners of the West. T h e Commission is i n -
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debted to the School of Mines at Ro l la for this case of minera l 
samples. 

T h e forestry exhibit consisted pr incipal ly of beautiful panel 
work made f rom the different woods found in Missouri . 

T h e hort icul tural exhibit consisted solely of process f r u i t and 
it was not in a presentable condition, hav ing part ly spoiled by i m ­
perfect preserving. A quantity of apples had been purchased for 
exhibition purposes. They were taken out of cold storage at S t . 
Joseph on the 28th day of A p r i l and sent to Port land, where they 
were again placed in cold storage unt i l the opening of the expo­
sition. When some of the apples were taken out of the cold stor­
age plant to be placed on exhibit i t was found that they had so 
badly deteriorated that they could not be used for the purpose for 
which they were intended. One-half of them were in an advanced 
state of decay and had to be thrown away . Many of the remaining 
ones were specked, and a l l of them turned color on exposure to 
the a i r and l ight for several hours. Commission men, whose busi ­
ness is the handling of apples, gave as a reason for the going down 
of the apples that i t was due to difference of temperature after 
w i t h d r a w a l f rom the cold storage plant and while in t rans i t . They 
also gave as an additional reason that eastern apples that have been 
in cold storage w i l l invar iab ly go down after tak ing out, due to 
cl imatic conditions. Under the circumstances the only th ing to do 
w a s to dispose of the apples, wh i ch w a s done. 

The exhibit of wool was the most extensive on the grounds and 
elicited much favorable comment. 

T h e Missouri Un ivers i ty w a s splendidly represented by pic­
tures of the various buildings and campus, together w i t h statist ical 
charts showing the progress of the U n i v e r s i t y since its establish­
ment. T h e w o r k of the public schools of Missouri was shown i n 
bound volumes and represented every county in the State. No 
State made a finer showing along educational lines than Missouri . 

The exhibit of g ra in picture w o r k was the most extensive on 
the ground and elicited the admiration of the thousands who viewed 
i t . The pictures represented Thomas H . Benton, James S . Ro l l ins , 
Governor A . M . Dockery and Governor Joseph W. Fo lk . Also the 
var ied l ive stock interests of Missouri . 

M E D A L S A W A R D E D M I S S O U R I . 

T h e fol lowing medals were granted to Missouri by the J u r y o f 
A w a r d s in the different departments: 

Gold on the Missouri State building. 
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Gold on secondary education. 
Gold on collective exhibit of elementary education. 
Gold on timothy. 
Gold on collective exhibit of leaf tobacco. 
Gold on blue grass. 
Gold on collective exhibit of corn. 
Gold on collective exhibit of wool. 
Gold on g ra in picture work. 
Gold on general installation of agr icul tural exhibits. 
A number of s i lver medals were awarded and honorable men­

tion made in several instances, but i t is deemed unnecessary to r e ­
produce them here. 

M I S S O U R I B U I L D I N G D E S T R O Y E D B Y F I R E . 

T h e disaster that befell Missouri at the World 's F a i r at S t . 
Louis i n the burning of her magnificent building, was repeated at 
Port land . On F r i d a y night, October 14th, j u s t the day previous 
to the closing of the exposition, the Missouri building took fire and 
inside of an hour it was destroyed, together w i t h its contents. T h e 
loss w a s a heavy one to the State. The furn i ture , carpets, magnifi ­
cent plate glass showcases, glass gra in and f r u i t j a r s , school work 
and other f ix tures , amounting in value to thousands of dollars, 
were a l l lost. T h e building and fixtures had a l l been sold and were 
to be turned over to the purchasers on Monday after the fire of 
F r i d a y night. T h e or igin of the fire is shrouded in mystery. 

F I N A N C I A L S T A T E M E N T . 

Fol lowing is an aggregate statement of the receipts and ex­
penditures dur ing the l i fe of the commission. Vouchers covering 
every item of expense are on file in the office of the State A u d i t o r : 
To ta l State appropriation $35,000.00 
Tota l f rom sale of products 234.85 

Tota l receipts $35,234.85 
Tota l expenditures 35,226.96 

Balance revert ing to t reasury $ 7.89 
A m t . returned by L u k e Emerson ( l ive stock premium) 250.00 

Tota l balance revert ing to t reasury $ 257.89 

[ E N D ] 


