
TIELRPHONe: CHELSEA 7481 

1Rational Bssociation for tbe Bb"ancement of <Ioloreb ~eople 
OFFICIAL ORGAN-THE CRISIS 

NATIONAL OFFICES-70 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

National President: MR. M00RFIBLD STOREY. Boston. 
Chairman of the Board of Directors : DR. J. E. SPINGARN, New York. 
Director of Publications and Research: DR. W. E. B. Du Bors, New York. 
1'reasurer : MR. OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD, New York. 
Secretary: Mrss MARY CHILDS NERNEY, New York. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Miss Jane Addams, Chicago. 
Dr. C. E . Bentley, Chicago. 
Rev. Hutchins C. Bishop, New York. 
Rev . W . H . Brooks, New York. 
Dr. F . N. Cardozo , Baltimore. 
Prof. George William Cook, Washington . 
Mr. George W. Crawford, New Haven. 
Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois, New York. 
Mr. Thomas Ewing, Jr., New York. 
Mr. Archibald H. Grimk~. Washington . 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes , New York. 
Dr. V. Morton Jones, Brooklyn. 
Mrs . Florence Kelley, New York. 
Mr. Paul Kennaday. New York. 
Mr. Joseph Prince Loud, Boston. 
Mr. John E. Milholland, New York . 

. Max Morgenthau. Jr., New York . 
. Ma ry White Ovington, Brooklyn . 

• . . . Charles Edward Russell, New York. 
Dr. William A. Sinclair, Philadelphia. 
Dr. J.E. Spingam, New York. 
Mr. Moorfield Storey, Boston. 
Mr. Charles H. Studin, New York. 
Dr. John G. Underhill, New York. 
Mr. Oswald Garrison Villard, New York 
Miss Lillian D. Wald, New York. 
Rev. Garnett R. Waller , Springfield, Mass. 
Dr. 0 . M . Waller, Brooklyn. 
Mr. William English Walling, New York. 
Mr. Butler R. Wilson, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents : MR. OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD, New York. 
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES, New York. 
MR. JOHN E. MILHOLLAND, New York. 
MR. ARCHIBALD H. GRIMKE, Washington . 
REV. GARNETT R. WALLER, Springfield. 
MISS MARV WHITE OVINGTON, Brooklyn. 
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TELEPHONE CHELSEA 748T 

1Ratfonal Bssocfatfon for tbe Bb"ancement of <toloreb ~eople 
OFFICIAL ORGAN-THE CRISIS 

NATIONAL OFFICES-70 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

Natioual President: MR. M00RFIELD STOREY' Boston . Vice-Presidents: MR. OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD, New York. 
Chairman of the Board of Directors: DR. J. E. SPINGARN, New York. 
Director of Publications and Research: DR. W. E. B. Du Bors, New York. 
Treasurer: 1\1R. OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD, New York. 

REV. JORN HAYNES HOLMES, New York. 
MR. JORN E. MILHOLLAND, New York. 
MR . ARCHIBALD H. GRIMKE, Washington . 
REv. GARNETT R. WALLER, Springfield . 
MISS MARY WHITE OVINGTON, Brooklyn. 

Secretary: MISS MARV CRILDS NERNEY, Ne""r York. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

')Iiss Jane Addan1s, Chicago.
Dr. C. E. Bentley , Chicago. 
Rev. Hutchins C. Bishop. New York. 
Rev. W. H. Brooks, New York. 
Dr. F. N. Cardozo, Baltimore. 
Prof. George William Cook, Washinglou . 
Mr. George W. Crawford, New Haven. 
Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois, New York. 
Mr. Archibald II. Grimke, Washington. 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes, New York . 
Dr. V. Morton Jones , Brooklyn. 
Mrs. Florence Kelley, New York. 
Mr. Paul Kennaday. New York . 
Mr. Joseph Prince Loud, Boston. 
Mr. John E. Milholland, New York. 
Mrs. Max Morgenthau, Jr., New York. 
Mi~s Mary White Ovington, Brooklyn. 

Charles Edward Russell, New York . 
William A. Sinclair, Philadelphia. 

--· . Arthur B. Spingarn, New York. 
!>r. J. E. Spin1aarn, New York. 
Mr. Moorfield Storey, Boston. 
Mr. Charles H. Studio, New York. 
Dr. John G. Underhill, New York. 
Mr. Oswald Ga.rrison Villard, New York 
Miss Lillian D . Wald, New York . 
Rev. Garnett R. Waller, Springfield, Mass. 
Dr. 0. M. Waller, Brooklyn. 
Mr. William English Walling, New York. 
Mr. Butler R. Wilson, Boston. 

also sent 

requested. 

r ive cents 

May 18, 1915. 

Mrs . Beatrice Cannady , 
520 East 26th Street, North, 

Portland , Ore. 

My dear Mrs. Cannady: 

In reply to your letter of May 9 

we are shipping y ou under separ~te cover fifty of our 

reports and enclose bill for transportation. We have 

you under separate cover f ive membership pins as you 

Enclosed is our receipt for one dollar and twenty-

in payment for them. 

Success to you in your protests against the moving X 
picture play, "The Birth of a Nati on". You will be glad to 

hear that we had a telegram from Chicago stating that the 1:ayor 

there forbade its production. I have written them for the exact 

facts and wi ll forward them to y ou that you may use them in your 

fight there. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially your,.s 

. I 
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TELEPHONE CHELSEA 7481 

1Ratfonal Bssocfatfon for tbe Bbvancement of (toloreb ~eople 
OFFICIAL ORGAN-THE CRISIS 

NATIONAL OFFICES-70 FIFTH A VENUE. NEW YORK 

National President : MR. M00RFIELD STOREY' Boston. 
Chairman of the Board of Directors: DR. J . l!;. SPINGARN New York. 
J:?irector of Publications and Research: DR. W. E. B. Du Bors, New York. 
lreasurer: MR. OSWALD GARRISON V ILLARD, New York. 

Vice-Presidents : MR . OSWALD GARRISON VrtLARD, New York. 

Secretary: MISS MARY CHILDS NERNEY, New York. 

REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES, New York. 
MR. JO HN E. MILHOLLAND, New York. 
MR. ARCHIBALD H . GRIMKE, Washington . 
REV. GARNETT R. WALLER, Springfield. 
M I SS MARY WHITE OVINGTON , Brooklyn. 

BOARD O F DIRECTORS 

Miss Jane Addams, Chicago . 
Dr. C. E. Bentley, Chicago. 
Rev. Hutchins C. Bishop , New York. 
Rev. W . H. Brooks, New York. 
Dr. F . N. Cardozo, Baltimore. 
Prof. George William Cook, Washington. 
Mr. George W. Crawford, New Haven . 
Dr. W . E. B. Du Bois, New York. 
Mr . Thomas Ewing, J r., New York. 
Mr. A rchibald H. Grirn ke, Washington. 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes, New York. 
Dr. V. Morton Jon es, Brooklyn . 
Mrs . Florence Kelley, New York . 
Mr . Paul Kennaday. New York. 
Mr . Joseph Prince Loud, Boston. 
Mr. John E. Milholland, New York. 
Mrs. Max Morgenthau, Jr., New York. 
· · Mary White Ovington, Brooklyn . 

::harles Edward Russell, New York. 
,._ __ William A. Sinclair, Philadelphia . 
Dr. J. E. Spingarn, New York. 
Mr. Moorfield Storey, Boston. 
M r . Charles H . Studin, New York. 
Dr. John G. Underhill , New York. 
Mr. Oswald Garrison Villard, New York 
Miss L illian D. Wald , New York. 
Rev. Garnett R. Waller, Springfield , Maso. 
Dr. 0. M. Waller, Brooklyn. 
Mr. William English waning, New York. 
Mr. But1er R. W i1son. Boston. 

April 7, 1915. 

TO OUR BRANCHES AND LOCALS: 

Is the moving picture play, "The 
Birth of a Nation", b~sed on Dixon's "Clansman", 
being played in your city? If not, is it advertised 
for production and on what date? 

Has your city or state a local cens9l"ing 
committee or board. If so, send us immed" ely their 
names and addresses. 

Has your city an ordinance regulating the 
production of moving pictures. What is it? 

If the play is being produced or is advertised 
for production in your city you should immr.diately interest the local 
clergy, colored and whi.te, civic orge,nizations, welfare s ocieties, 
secret societies, women 's clubs, etc., to unite with you in a protest. 
Letters signed by representat i ves of the branch and or thes e organi
zations should be sent to the Police Commissioner, to the License Com
missioner and to the Mayor protes ting against the play on t he gr ound 
that it endangers publ ic morals and may le ad to a breach of the peace. 
Call attention to the f act that it s prototype, "The Clansman" was 
s t opped by executive order of Mayor Weaver in Philadelphia four year s 
ago that the Mayor was sustained in his opi n ion by Judge Sulzberger of 
the Court of Common Pleas. It was also stopped in Boston. We can send 
you a copy of the Philadelphia decision. 

V I n New York, at ths request of this Association, Mayor Mitchel 
recei .fe'd a large delegation r epres en ting all elemen ts among the colored 
people and many prominent wh ite pe ople and or ganizations interested in 
suppressing this play, After listening to t he speakers the Mayor said 
he had seen the play , that he agr ee d with all t hat had been sa i d against 
it, and that he had advised the owner of the theatre and the owner and 
producer of t he film that the most objectionable scenes must be cut out. 
These are the two rape scenes in the second part which represent a col ·
ored man attacking a white gir·l and a mulatto politician trying to force 
marriage upon the daughter of his white benefactor. 

f An amate '.1.r organization in New York known as the National Board 
of Censorship, approved, then disapproveQ a nd again approved this play. 
It is an unoff i cial body wihout authority or power and is now split in 
two factions as a result of their disagreement over this film. Their 

Portland Archives, A2000-003



Branches.~ .• 2. 

Chairma.n, Dr. Frederic C. How~, who is also Oommissioner of Immigration, 
and such important members as Dr. CharlP-s S. Macfarland, General Secre
tary of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in Americ~, are 
vehement in their open denunciation of the play, and Dr. Howe appeared 
before the Mayor with our Association to speak against it. He is also 
one of our witnesses in the legal case which we have brought against 
the owner and producer. 

The following are some opinions of the play: Dr. Jacques 
Loeb, the eminent scientist, characterizes it as follows: "The play is 
in my opinion a glorification of homicidal mania with a special griev
ance against the Negro. It is an insult to this country to call that 
display of scenes of murder and its appeal to race hatred 'The Birth / 
of a Nation.'" ,,, 

Miss Jane Addams who witnessed the production at our request, 
in speaking of its historical value, says, "One of the most unfortunate 
tnings about this film is that it appeals to race prejudice upon the 
basis of conditions of half a century ago, which have nothing to do 
with the facts we have to consider today. It is both unjust and un
true. The producer seems to have followed the principle of gathering 
the most vicious and grot~sque individuals he could find among colored 
people, and showing them as representatives of the truth about the 
entire race. The samA method could be followed to smirch the reputa
tion of any race." 

A writer in the New Republic of March 20 says, "Whatever hap
pened during Reconstruction, this film is aggressively vicious and 
defamatory. It is spiritual assassination. It degrades the censors 
that passed it and the white race that endures it." 

You should act at once. Make a special effort to secure the 
cooperation of all elements of colored people and prominent white people. 

Sincerely 
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====== PORTLAND BRANCH OF THE====== 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE /!J/&1;?---
ADV ANCEMENT of COLORED PEOPL~ J ~(!d&J![f;~ 

", v{jl/ ') %~,, 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

• h ·21 '// 1 -~. 97,_ 
~ •D 

E XEOUTIV~ )4IJ ~ ~ OFFICERS 

President-Dr. J. A. Merrima n, 616 Rothchild Bldg, 
Vice-Pres.-Mrs . E. D. Cannady 
Recording Secretary-G. W . Hooker. 
Oorreep'dingSec--Rev. W. W. Howard , 415 Multnomoh S t . 

E . D. Cannady, Oha irman , .of" ~ hi!~ ~ 
E. J . Minor -~ ~., 
Mrs . J . W. P ayne 

Treasurer--Mra . V . Champe 

Mayor H. R. Albee , 
Portland, Ore6on . 

Honorable Sir: 

PORTLAND, OREGON, June 21 , 1915 . 

We , the Executive Committee of the Portland Branch 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
by the request of our combined associations consisting of over 
ten thousand members , do hereby register a protest against the 
exhibition of the photo play "The Birth of a Nation" which we 
understand will be shown in this City in the near future at a 
local theater . "The Birth of a Nut ion" ie written by Thomae 
Dixon and is founded upon his "Clansman" and ia ~ver -v'°icious 
play designed to create prejudice and race hatred ainst the 
colored people . . 

We therefore kindly request you to view this 
picture with the Censor Board and use your influence to pre
vent the exhibition of same . 

Enclosed you will find a few clippings which we 
urge you to read and if necessary we can furnish you wi th in
formation which will prove conclusively the reasons why this 
photo play should· not be allowed to be exhibited . 

Believin~ you to be a fair and impartial juetioe
loving Christian gentlemen, we appeal to you in behalf of not 
only the colored people of this City but the colored racG at 
large to prohibit the exhibition of thie vicious photo play . ~ 
A very early reply is very anxiously· ~it 

, _ 

c _.. ~ ~ 
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