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A S T A T U E T O S A C A J A W E A : 

1. S a c a j a w e a w a s the on ly w o m a n to ac­
company the L e w i s and C l a r k expedition. 

2. She w a s t h e i r guide a n d in terpre ter . 

3. She protected t h e m w h e n threatened by 
host i le I n d i a n s . 

4. She procured for t h e m food and horses 
w h e n dest itute of both. 

5. She saved t h e i r j o u r n a l s a n d va luab les 
papers at the r i s k of her o w n l i f e . 

6. She w a s the only one of the p a r t y who 
received no pecuniary compensat ion for her 
serv ices . 

7. W h i l e endur ing h a r d s h i p s and suf fer­
ing , she admin i s t e red to the necessit ies of 
others . 

8. She welcomed w i t h in te l l i gent apprec i ­
a t i on the c i v i l i z a t i o n of the w h i t e race . 

9. Over a m i l l i o n do l lars w i l l be spent i n 
honor ing the m e m o r y of the heroes of the 
L e w i s and C l a r k p a r t y a n d not a cent of i t 
has been appropr iated to the on ly heroine. 

10. She w a s the first pioneer mother to 
cross the R o c k y m o u n t a i n s a n d c a r r y her 
baby into the Oregon country . 
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W h a t D r . J a m e s K . 
H o s m e r Says. 

T h e f o l l owing beaut i fu l t r ibute i s f r o m 
the pen of D r . J a m e s K . H o s m e r , of M i n n e ­
apol is , the noted editor of the L e w i s and 
C l a r k j o u r n a l s : 

" N o w t h a t the centenary of the first c ross ­
i n g of our cont inent i s close a t h a n d , L e w i s 
and C l a r k the heroes, who accompl ished i t , 
come into our minds , and a r e v i v a l i s t a k i n g 
place of interest i n t h e i r s tory . E s p e c i a l l y 
w i l l the w o r l d t u r n to t h a t noble a n d p i c ­
turesque book, ' T h e Conquest , ' by M r s . E v a 
E m e r y D y e , i n w h i c h w i t h a d m i r a b l e power 
t h a t s tory is made v i v i d . One m a y see some­
t imes at a May f e s t i v a l , a rough cord t r a n s ­
formed into a t h i n g of beauty, by being i n ­
t e r t w i n e d w i t h i v y and s m i l a x and set off 
w i t h dais ies and roses. I n l i k e f ash ion the 
p l a i n thread of h i s t o r y f u r n i s h e d by the stout 
exp lorers , u n w i n d i n g day by day as they 
m a r c h e d , t a k e n i n h a n d by a w r i t e r of 
genius , has become a t h i n g of beauty, w h i l e 
l os ing no th ing of i t s t r u t h . H e r m i n d i s 
w e l l stored w i t h the t r a d i t i o n s belonging to 
the per iod ; her eyes have beheld the scenes 
descr ibed; her i m a g i n a t i o n i s qu ick and 
f r u i t f u l . She i m p a r t s l i f e to a ta le w h i c h i t 
i s w e l l w o r t h w h i l e to m a k e thoroughly v i t a l . 

" R e a d e r s of the 'Conquest ' w i l l find not 
on ly the heroes but t h e i r f o l l owers made d i s -
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t i n c t a n d a t t r a c t i v e , and i t w i l l be s trange 
indeed i f the w o r l d does not w a k e up to a n 
a d m i r a t i o n for one among these fo l lowers 
whose desert has not been appreciated. . B u t 
one w o m a n , a young squaw, p l a y s a p a r t i n 
the s t o r y of L e w i s and C l a r k . H e r doing, 
however , w a s of such a charac te r as to m a k e 
i t quite r i g h t to c l a i m for her a h i g h place 
a m o n g hero ines ; i n the who le l ine of I n d i a n 
hero ines , indeed, f rom Pocahontas to R a ­
n i on a , not one can be named whose t i t l e to 
honored remembrance i s a n y better t h a n 
hers . H e r e i s the outl ine of the s t o r y : 

T h e B i r d W o m a n . 

" S a c a j a w e a , the B i r d - w o m a n , belonged to 
the Shoshone, or S n a k e I n d i a n s , a m o u n t a i n 
t r ibe w h i c h , i n the days of L e w i s and C l a r k , 
w a s i n danger of e x t e r m i n a t i o n a t the hands 
of the Minnetarees , or B l a c k f e e t . She had 
been t a k e n capt ive w h e n a c h i l d by these 
foes. W h e n L e w i s and C l a r k , c oming up the 
M i s s o u r i , reached i n t h e i r first w i n t e r the 
M a n d a n s and Minnetarees , S a c a j a w e a , a g i r l 
of 16, h a d s h o r t l y before became the s lave 
a n d w i f e of Chabonneau, a F r e n c h voyageur , 
who, l i k e m a n y a w a i f of h i s race , h a d s u n k 
f a r t o w a r d s savagery a n a w a s l i v i n g w i t h 
the w i l d m e n . P e r h a p s the best s t r i k e the 
C a p t a i n s made i n p r e p a r i n g for the i r w o r k 
w a s i n engaging Chabonneau a n d S a c a j a w e a 
to j o i n the expedit ion. I t w a s bel ieved t h a t 
he wou ld be a useful in terpre ter , and t h a t 
the B i r d - w o m a n , too, m i g h t be of some s e r v ­
ice w h e n t h e y reached the m o u n t a i n s f rom 
w h i c h she h a d come. W h e n the p a r t y s tar ted 
w e s t w a r d i n the s p r i n g of 1805, these two 
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were inc luded—the degenerate F r e n c h m a n , 
a n d h i s poor l i t t l e s l a v e - w i f e , who , a l though 
she c a r r i e d s trapped to her back her p a ­
poose, born so l a t e l y as the preceding F e b ­
r u a r y , h a d no choice but to fo l l ow her l o rd . 

E n g a g e d the W h i t e M a n . 

" F r o m the f i rst , however , the B i r d - w o m a n 
w o n upon the C a p t a i n s a n d t h e i r m e n by 
m i l d a n d engaging q u a l i t i e s ; and as they 
w o r k e d t h e i r canoes up the Upper M i s s o u r i , 
she showed e x t r a o r d i n a r y efficiency. T h o u g h 
burdened w i t h her babe, she labored w i t h 
the men , w i t h paddle a n d tow-rope, a n d soon 
rendered a n i m p o r t a n t serv ice . A canoe 
loaded w i t h the most v a l u a b l e belonging of 
the expedit ion, the j o u r n a l s of the C a p t a i n s , 
t h e i r sc ienti f ic i n s t r u m e n t s , a n d t h e i r m e d i ­
c ines , w a s caught i n a r a p i d by a s q u a l l , a n d 
on the point of being over turned . C h a b o n ­
neau , w h o w i t h S a c a j a w e a , w a s on board, 
had the s teer ing oar, a n d s t r u c k w i t h fear 
w e n t ' h o w l i n g to h i s Gods. ' T h e boat f i l led 
to the gunwale and w a s saved f r om a n over ­
t u r n on ly at the l a s t moment , her precious 
cargo f loating out upon the s t r e a m . B u t 
the B i r d - w o m a n , w i t h her w i t s a l l a t h a n d , 
saved not on ly herse l f a n d baby, but g r a s p ­
i n g r i g h t a n d le f t a t the escaping packages 
rescued w h a t w a s indispensable . I t w a s the 
f i rs t conspicuous e x h i b i t i o n of her presence 
of m i n d and handiness , w h i c h l a te r were con­
s t a n t l y shown. 

Meeting H e r L o s t Brother . 

" A s the s u m m e r waned the p a r t y a p ­
proached the Gates of the Mounta ins , w h e r e 
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the canoes m u s t be f o r saken , and the horses 
obtained w i t h w h i c h i t wou ld be possible to 
cross the d iv ide to the head spr ings of the 
C o l u m b i a . T h u s f a r since l e a v i n g the M a n -
dans , there had been ne i ther s ight nor sound 
of m a n ; nor as the m o u n t a i n s rose before 
them w a s there a trace of h u m a n beings e x ­
cept i n camps deserted months before. T h e 
C a p t a i n s ranged f a r ahead of t h e i r m e n ; but 
though a t l a s t gl impses were obtained of I n ­
d ians a t a distance, these a t once h u r r i e d 
a w a y , a v o i d i n g a l l contact . Caut i on , for 
those m o u n t a i n tr ibes , i n fac t , w a s the pr ice 
of ex istence . W h e n the case for L e w i s a n d 
C l a r k w a s g r o w i n g desperate, a n d the poss i ­
b i l i t y appeared t h a t the a t tempt m u s t be 
abandoned a n d the expedit ion go back, the 
B i r d - w o m a n began to dance a n d s ing . She 
w a s once more among the n a u n t s of her peo­
ple ; she recognized the v a l l e y into w h i c h 
they had penetrated as the place w h e r e five 
or s i x y e a r s beiore she had been t a k e n cap ­
t i ve . P r e s e n t l y some I n d i a n w o m e n were 
brought i n , who abandoned by the men, had 
been left to f a l l into the hands of the 
s t rangers . A s the poor creatures cowered 
before t h e i r captors, bending t h e i r heads to 
receive t h e i r deathblow, suddenly a young 
g i r l , c a t c h i n g s ight of S a c a j a w e a , rushed 
t o w a r d her . She w a s a t r i b e s w o m a n , w h o 
h a v i n g been captured at the same t ime w i t h 
the B i r d - w o m a n , had for a t i m e undergone 
w i t h her the pains of bondage. E s c a p i n g , 
however , the f r i end had found her people 
aga in . N o w a second t ime l os ing her f ree ­
dom, as she supposed, she descried among 
the newcomers no other t h a n her old com­
panion . T h e two squaws embraced tender ly . 
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T h e Shoshone w o m e n a c t i n g as guides and 
intercessors , brought back the w a r r i o r s . I t 
w a s the v e r y band of the B i r d - w o m a n t h a t 
a t l a s t had been reached, a n d w h e n present ly 
a t the counc i l she began to in terpre t the 
speech of the chief , lo , i t w a s her o w n 
brother whose words she w a s t r a n s l a t i n g ! 
A firm f r iendship w a s a t once establ ished be­
tween the p a r t y a n d the Shoshones ; the I n ­
d i a n g i r l had made f u r t h e r progress possible. 

Serving as a Guide. 

" H e n c e f o r t h the w a y w a s smoothed. H o r s e s 
and guides were f u r n i s h e d ; the f r i e n d l y S h o ­
shones passed the w h i . e m e n on to the P l a t -
heads and they i n t u r n to the Nez Perces . A t 
the counci ls S a c a j a w e a w a s a l w a y s the most 
i m p o r t a n t one i n the l i n e of in terpre ters . 
T h e C a p t a i n s speculated, amused as to w h a t 
k i n d of representat ion i t w a s t h a t a t l a s t 
reached the m o u n t a i n m e n , w h e n t h e i r 
speech, done into F r e n c h for Chabonneau , 
rendered by h i m into Minnetaree for S a c a ­
j a w e a , filtered on f r o m her Shoshone into 
C h o p u n n i s h , Ootlashoot or w h a t e v e r b a r b a r i c 
dialect m i g h t be a t h a n d . B u t some m e s ­
sage w a s conveyed, a n d t h r o u g h the I n d i a n 
g i r l those remotest w i l d s first heard of the 
greatness of Unc le S a m a n d the good th ings 

*^ he meditated for h i s n e w l y gained c h i l d r e n 
of the forest. Nor w a s i t so le ly as a n i n t e r ­
preter t h a t she w a s use fu l . A s the p a r t y 
passed f rom tr ibe to t r ibe , w h o were a l w a y s 
t imorous a t the first encounter , disposed to 
fly l i k e f r ightened deer, the s i g h t of S a c a ­
j a w e a w i t h her papoose, r i d i n g w i t h the C a p -
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t a i n s , w a s r e a s s u r i n g . I t could be no w a r -
p a r t y i i a squaw and her baby were among 
them. 

" T h e Pac i f i c w a s sa fe ly reached before w i n ­
ter set i n , a n d the j o u r n a l s record the w o n ­
der of the squaw before the great ocean, and 
the m i g h t y w h a l e w h i c h i t s w a t e r s had cast 
upon the beach. W i t h the t r ibes near the 
coast there m i g h t have been m u c h bar te r ; 
but L e w i s a n a C l a r k had now quite e x -
hasuted t h e i r stock of m e r c h a n d i s e ; there 
could be no more t r a d i n g unless they f a i r l y 
s t r ipped themselves . 

" W e read how C l a r k , to obta in a fine 
horse , gave i n exchange h i s s w o r d ; w h i l e 
L e w i s , determined to obta in a magni f icent 
s k i n of the sea-otter, persuaded S a c a j a w e a 
to let h i m buy i t w i t h her g ird le of blue 
beads. I t i s , however , w i t h C l a r k t h a t the 
I n d i a n g i r l seems to have been more espe­
c i a l l y associated. A t C h r i s t m a s t ime her 
present to h i m is two dozen t a i l s of the 
w h i t e w e a s e l ; and at a t ime of d is tress , 
w h e n s t a r v a t i o n seems near , i t i s pathet ic to 
read how, w i t h a lmost too great l o y a l t y to 
her cap ta in , she gives h i m the piece of bread 
w h i c h somehow she had reserved for a long 
t i m e , in tend ing i t i n case of e x t r e m i t y for 
her baby. 

O n the R e t u r n Journey . 

" A s the expedit ion w o r k e d i t s w a y back 
ag a i n i n 1806, the f r i ends made through S a c ­
a j a w e a remained f a i t h f u l . T h o u g h i n p a r t 
the road had been once t r a v e l e d , to some 
extent t^e p a r t y s t r u c k into new paths , and 
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i n the mounta ins sometimes felt themselves 
to be u t t e r l y lost. W h e n a l l were i n doubt 
and the w i lderness seemed l i k e l y to s w a l l o w 
them, then the s trange c a p a b i l i t y of S a c a ­
j a w e a proved the i r s a l v a t i o n . A s a l i t t l e 
c h i l d she had come w i t h her people through 
t h i s desert, and now, w i t h m e keen s ight of 
the m i g r a t i n g b i rd w h i c h directs i t s course 
by l a n d m a r k s not noticeable by o r d i n a r y 
s ight , ag a in and a g a i n she pointed out the 
path . So i t w a s t h a t i n the s u m m e r the e x ­
pedit ion came aga in to the Minnetaree v i l ­
lages, h a v i n g accompl ished a n i m m o r t a l 
achievement . N o t h i n g r e m a i n e d for them 
but a shor t and easy course downst ream to 
St . L o u i s and c i v i l i z a t i o n . H e r e Chabonneau 
decided to take up a g a i n h i s abode, a t the 
spot where he had en l i s t ed ; and here s tayed , 
too, S a c a j a w e a , under the t h r a l l of her lord 
and master . T h e student of L e w i s and C l a r k 
reads w i t h a pang t h a t w h i l e Chabonneau r e ­
ceived $500 for h i s serv i ces , S a c a j a w e a r e ­
ce ived noth ing , not even her freedom; and 
i t i s perhaps the most ser ious b l e m i s h upon 
the fame of the C a p t a i n s t h a t , for a l l the 
record shows, the gentle f a i t h f u l n e s s , the 
affection, the e x t r a o r d i n a r y s k i l l of t h i s 
daughter of the w i lderness r e m a i n e d u n ­
requited. 

F o n d of W h i t e People. 
" T h e r e is one la ter m e n t i o n of S a c a j a w e a . 

I n 1811, the t r a v e l e r B r e c k i n r i d g e , s a i l i n g 
up the M i s s o u r i , records a meet ing w i t h a n 
old F r e n c h m a n and h i s w i f e , who he l e a r n s 
had crossed the cont inent w i t h L e w i s and 
C l a r k . T h e w o m a n seemed fond of w h i t e 
people, t r i ed to imi ta te c i v i l i z e d w a y s i n her 

i i 



dress a n d m a n n e r s , and i n genera l appeared 
l i k e one i n w h o m a n a s p i r a t i o n h a d been 
aroused for something h igher t h a n s l a v e r y . 
She w a s , s a y s the t r a v e l e r , i n feeble h e a l t h . 
P r o b a b l y she died soon af ter , a n d there i s 
no m e m o r i a l of her. T h e r i v e r to w h i c h 
the C a p t a i n s gave her name bears now a n ­
other designat ion. W h e n she l a i d down her 
l i f e , a n d w h a t became of the baby w h i c h 
w i t h i t s mother had so s t range a n expe­
r ience , no m a n can say . 

" A f t e r a century , i s i t not r i g h t t h a t the 
dust should be brushed off t h i s neglected fig­
u r e — t h e one w o m a n who w e n t w i t h L e w i s 
and C l a r k , who contr ibuted so m e m o r a b l y to 
t h e i r success—who, perhaps , w a s t h e i r s a l ­
v a t i o n ? I s she not a hero ine sweet a n d 
b r a v e among the sweetest a n d b r a v e s t ? " 

flit 

N O T E S . 

I t i s the purpose of the S a c a j a w e a Statue 
Assoc ia t i on to erect the s tatue t e m p o r a r i l y 
on the L e w i s and C l a r k C e n t e n n i a l grounds 
a n d la ter give i t a p e r m a n e n t place i n one 
of the c i t y p a r k s . 

I t i s to be of bronze, of heroic s ize, the e n ­
t i r e cost not to exceed $7000. 

T h e w o m e n of Oregon, W a s h i n g t o n , Idaho , 
Montana , the D a k o t a s a n d N e b r a s k a , i n fac t , 
the w o m e n of a l l the R o c k y m o u n t a i n a n d 
Pac i f i c country have t a k e n up the project , 
a n d a W e s t e r n sculptor , M i s s A l i c e Cooper, 
of D e n v e r , has been selected to execute the 
.memoria l . T h i s w i l l be not on ly the first 
s tatue ever erected to a n I n d i a n w o m a n , 
but a type of the new recogni t ion t h a t has 
come to the c i v i l i z ed red m a n of today. I n 
the l i g h t of the se t t ing s u n le t S a c a j a w e a 
s tand , glorif ied. 

N e x t to Je f ferson, who sent t h e m , i t i s 
S a c a j a w e a , who guided t h e m , w h o deserves 
to be eulogized w i t h L e w i s a n d C l a r k . 

P l a c e her statue i n the expos i t ion grounds, 
f a c i n g the west , for i t w a s she w h o led the 
expedit ion through the tortuous r a v i n e s of 
the eastern slope of the R o c k i e s ; led t h e m 
sa fe ly past the re t reats of the murderous 
B l a c k f e e t , and i t w a s she w h o stood on the 
brow of t h a t s h i n i n g range a n d unlocked 
the gates of the Pac i f i c Coast empire to the 
baffled heroes into whose hands she w a s 
l u c k i l y cast . 
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B Y - L A W S . 
A R T I C L E I . 

T h e name of t h i s Assoc ia t i on s h a l l be T h e 
S a c a j a w e a Statue Assoc ia t i on . I t s p r i n c i p a l 
place of business s h a l l be P o r t l a n d , M u l t ­
n o m a h County , Oregon. 

A R T I C L E I I . 
T h e business and object of t h i s A s s o c i a ­

t i on s h a l l be to commemorate the serv ices 
of S a c a j a w e a to L e w i s a n d C l a r k on t h e i r 
expedit ion f r om P o r t M a n d a n , on the M i s ­
s o u r i R i v e r , to Oregon and r e t u r n . F o r t h i s 
purpose to acquire and hold necessary r e a l 
estate a n d other property to erect a statue, 
and to exerc ise such powers as are g iven by 
s tatute to assoc iat ions other t h a n those for 
p e c u n i a r y profit. 

A R T I C L E I I I . 
T h i s Assoc ia t i on s h a l l commence on A p r i l 

18, 1900, and the members s h a l l be the 
unders igned , together w i t h s u c h other per ­
sons as have contributed i n money or s e r v ­
ices, or m a y hereafter contr ibute the s u m 
of 50 cents or more to the support of t h i s 
assoc iat ion . 

A R T I C L E I V . 
T h e bus iness of t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n s h a l l be 

conducted by a board cons i s t ing of a P r e s ­
ident , three V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , a Sec re tary and 
T r e a s u r e r , five D i rec tors , who s h a l l be 
elected a n n u a l l y at the a n n u a l meet ing ot 
the members on pioneer day. T w e n t y m e m -
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bers s h a l l const i tute a quorum at the a n n u a l 
meet ing. E a c h member s h a l l be ent i t led to 
one vote i n person or by proxy . 

A R T I C L E V . 

T h e board s h a l l have power to appoint 
subordinate officers; fill vacanc i es on t h e i r 
board ; c a l l special meet ings ; m a k e a n d 
adopt spec ia l b y - l a w s for the management 
of Assoc ia t i on af fa irs a n d do a n y and a l l 
t h i n g s necessary for the t r a n s a c t i o n of the 
business of the assoc iat ion . 

W r i t t e n contracts and conveyances of the 
Assoc ia t i on s h a l l be signed by the president 
and attested by the secre tary , and i n case 
of i n s t r u m e n t s r e q u i r i n g acknowledgment 
the same s h a l l be made by the pres ident i n 
the name of the Assoc ia t i on . I n case of her 
absence or i n a b i l i t y , the v i ce -pres idents i n 
succession s h a l l per form a l l the above duties. 

T h e duties of the s e v e r a l officers s h a l l 
be such as are u s u a l l y per formed by l i k e 
officers. 

Orders on the t r e a s u r e r s h a l l be s igned by 
the pres ident and secretary . 

T h e secretary s h a l l rece ive a n d receipt for 
a l l money paid to the A s s o c i a t i o n , and s h a l l 
pay i t to the t reasurer , t a k i n g her receipt 
for the same. 

A R T I C L E V I . 

T h e s e a r t i c l e s m a y be amended at a n y a n ­
n u a l meet ing of the members by a t w o -
t h i r d vote of the members present or v o t i n g 
by p r o x y ; provided, one m o n t h ' s notice of 
such amendment is filed w i t h the secretary . 
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P R E S S N O T I C E S . 
T h i s neglected heroine i s to be g iven a 

place i n h i s t o r y a long w i t h Pocahontas .— 
Chicago I n t e r - O c e a n . 

D e t a i l s of the expedit ion, as g iven by the 
explorers themse lves , show t h a t i n more 
t h a n one ins tance t h i s qu i ckwi t t ed , k i n d -
hearted s lave w i f e aver ted a catastrophe t h a t 
w o u l d h a v e made the expedit ion end i n a 
t ragedy ins tead of a t r i u m p h t h a t has gone 
r i n g i n g down the years .—Oregonian . 

Madonna of her race , she had led the w a y 
to a new t ime . T o the hands of t h i s g i r l , 
not yet e ighteen, had been entrusted the k e y 
t h a t unlocked the road to A s i a . A c r o s s 
N o r t h A m e r i c a , a Shoshone I n d i a n pr incess 
touched hands w i t h Je f ferson opening her 
c o u n t r y . — T h e Conquest. 

N e x t to Je f ferson w h o sent t h e m , i t i s 
S a c a j a w e a w h o guided t h e m , w h o deserves 
to be eulogized w i t h L e w i s a n d C l a r k . — E a s t 
Oregonian. 

A monument to S a c a j a w e a should be 
erected a t S t . L o u i s . — S t . L o u i s G lobe -Dem­
ocrat . 

" D u s f e m i n a f a c t i " — a w o m a n led the deed 
— w r o t e V i r g i l i n h i s A e n e i d 2000 y e a r s ago. 
I a m not sure but thq same m i g h t be s a i d 
of the L e w i s a n d C l a r k C e n t e n n i a l , for i t 
w a s S a c a j a w e a , the l i t t l e Shoshone pr incess 
w i t h her baby on her back , po int ing the 
w a y to L e w i s and C l a r k through the devious 
m o u n t a i n passes t h a t made possible t h i s 
C e n t e n n i a l . — E a s t Oregonian. 

T h e s t o r y of the I n d i a n capt ive g i r l g ives 
i n t e r e s t i n g h i n t of the m a r k e d providence 
i n behal f of the b r a v e p i oneer .—The Pac i f i c . 
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