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LEWIS AND CLARK'S EXPLORATION 
Its National Achievement. 

M E R I W E T H E R L E W I S W M . C L A R K 

/ ^ A P T A I N S Meriwether Lewis and W i l -
^ Ham Clark were the first Americans 

who reached the Pacific Ocean 
overland. They headed an expedition 
sent out by President Thomas Jefferson in 
1803 which reached the mouth of the 
Columbia River in 1805. 

Portland, in 1905, will celebrate the 
centenary of this national event with an 
American-Pacific Exposition and Oriental 
Fair. 

The discovery of the Great River ol 
the West by Captain Robert Gray in 1792 
and the expedition of Lewis and Clark in 
1803-6, added to our National domain a 
region equaling in extent the whole of the 
states of the Union east of the Mississippi 
and north of the Ohio and Potomac rivers. 

I t is a region destined to be the seat of a 
population of twenty millions within this 
century. 

The original "Oregon Country" now 
contains three of the states of the Union— 
Oregon, Washington and Idaho—and 
very extensive parts of Montana and 
Wyoming. It was the acquisition of this 
region that gave the United States its 
first footing on the Pacific O c e a n and 
opened the way to our great continental 
development. In political importance the 
acquisition of the Oregon Country stands 
among the greatest events in our National 
history. 

For further information address 

BUREAU OF P U B L I G I T Y 
LEWIS JiND CLJIRK FJilR 

PORTLJIND, OREGON, U.S.Jt. 

Lewis and Clark won it for the U . S. in 1805. 

(Copyright 1903 by Lewis and Clark Exposition Co.) 


