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James Pollock Amherst MA asks about skimming the beer: Is it
always necessary to skim? He quotes Leigh Beadle (Brew it
yourself, available at your dealer, or from Specialty Prod.
Int'l, Box 784, Chapel Hill NC 27514) as recommending the head
be allowed to remain since it adds to the flavor of the beer.

I've never left the head on beer, so I really can't say if it
adds to the flavor or not. Most of the English professional
brewing texts call for skimming ale or top ferments at least
once, and usually several times. It is standard procedure in
lager brewerys to rack the beer out from under its head at
krausen-fall. The brewerys I have visited have all followed
this process, in ale by skimming, and in lager by racking.
My guess is that the head, if allowed to remain on the beer,
would deteriorate and various insoluble hop resins and tan
nins would then fall into the beer, remaining there until
racking. The presence of these elements would probably add
flavor, but I question the qualities of such flavor addition.
I think they would be harsh, but I don't know from my own
experience. Mr Beadle may be right for all I know.
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(Continued from inside front cover)
unfair restriction for beermakers. It severely restricts us from
producing quality beer. Just the same I would support this bill if
only to legalize the thing in name, and for the boost that it would
give to the homebrew supply business, and to ourselves in the way of
new goods and services it would promote.

The bill, HR-2028, sponsored by Rep Barber B. Conable, Jr., R-NY,
should be changed. I suggest you write your SENATOR, since there is
apparently no Senate bill as yet. You might suggest he submit a
simpler bill ammending existing legislature to include beer. There
need be no registration for anyone, and any adult should be allowed
to make the stuff up to 100 gals/adult 4 200 gals/household. This
would simplify the whole thing for congress, us, and the ATFB as welll
Why must government always complicate itself—registration creates
bureaucrats. We don't have to register guns, why beer?? The Conable
bill protects only bureaucrats and the big breweries. Take your time
and compose a nice (not too long) letter, in your own style. You might
also write your representative, with a copy to Rep. Conable. I can't
urge this too strongly, and now is the time to act. I know you can all
write, because I get a lot of letters. Send one to your Senator And
representative—EC. IT. TODAYI DO H NOW!! Write i

Sen. John Doe Rep.John Schmo,
U.S.Senate House of Representatives
Washington DC Washington DC

•**

One of the nicest things that has happened to me lately was the gift
of a bottle of American Stout from the newest and smallest US brewery
the New Albion Brewery of Sonoma CA (story p45). FANTASTIC—what a
surprisei it had yeast on the bottom, and an indentation in the plain
metal cap, just like our beer, friend—but what taste! If you like
stout you'd love this stuff. Our tasting results using our new beer
tasting procedure (New pamphlet Beer Tasting and Evaluation for the
Amateur, AB pubs 1977, p48 for your copy).We rated the beer 13.5
(20-point scale) against Guiness 17.2 (3 tasters). This brewery de
lights us—we think that any small brewery rates our blessing.
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