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L O H E N G R I N 
Opera i n Three Acts by Richard Wagner 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
E L S A OF B R A B A N T Anna F i t z i u 
ORTRUD Stella De Mette 
L O H E N G R I N Romeo Boscacci 
F R E D E R I C K OF T E L R A M U N D Mario Valla 
K I N G H E N R Y Pietro de Biasi 
A H E R A L D : Giuseppe Interrante 

Conductor—Carlo Peroni 
SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 

ACT I.—Scene on the Scheld. 
ACT I I .—The Courtyard and Cathedral. 
ACT I I I . — T h e Br ida l Chamber i n the Palace. 
ACT HI.—Scene 2', Same as Ac t I . 

A R G U M E N T 
ACT I — K i n g Henry has arr ived at Brabant to assemble the tribes against the invad­

ing Hungarians, but finds i t i n a state of anarchy. Gottfried, the son of the late Duke, 
has disappeared, and Telramund—who has been act ing as regent for Gottfried (he being 
a minor) , incited by his wife , Ortrud—claims the dukedom, accusing Elsa of having m u r ­
dered her brother. The K i n g sends for Elsa, who denies the charge and declares that 
she is w i l l i n g to submit to the judgment of God and the ordeal of combat. She chooses 
as her defender a K n i g h t she has seen i n her dreams. Not u n t i l the second call of the 
herald has gone out and Elsa has fallen to her knees i n prayer does the K n i g h t appear 
i n a boat drawn by a swan. He steps out and announces that he has come to defend 
Elsa, but asks her not to question h i m as to who he is or where he has come from. 
H e overcomes Telramund, hut grants h i m his life, and asks Elsa's hand in marriage. 
She consents, and al l rejoice except Ort rud and Telramund, who have been banished. 

ACT I I — T h e Courtyard and Cathedral. The night before Elsa's wedding. Or t rud and 
Telramund appear in ragged garments. Telramund is overwhelmed by his misfortunes, 
hut Ortrud urges h i m to make another t r i a l to regain what he has lost. Or t rud now calls 
to Elsa, who has jus t come out on the balcony of the Palace, and feigning repentance, 
is forgiven by Elsa, who promises to obtain pardon for Telramund. Ortrud now schemes 
to make Elsa ask her betrothed the forbidden questions. Day breaks and the herald 
announces that the K i n g has made the stranger Duke of Brabant. When a l l is ready for 
the ceremony and Elsa and her attendants are about to enter the church, Ortrud, mag­
nif icently dressed, steps f o r th and accuses the K n i g h t of being a magician, and Telramund 
declares he has gained his v ic tory unfair ly . The K n i g h t refuses to reveal his identi ty . 
Elsa declares her confidence in h i m and they enter the church. 

ACT I I I — T h e Br ida l Chamber in the Palace. The Wedding March is played. The 
bridal party enter, singing the Br ida l Chorus. The guests depart, leaving the couple 
alone. Elsa, unable to forget Ortrud's taunts,, and despite her promise and her husband's 
warnings, asks the forbidden questions. Before he has t ime to reply, Telramund, heading 
a band of conspirators, rushes into the room to attack the K n i g h t , who easily defeats 
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them al l , k i l l ing Telramund. T u r n i n g sorrowfully to Elsa, he tells her that he w i l l now 
explain a l l to the K i n g . 

Scene 2—Banks of the Scheld. The K i n g and court are gathered w a i t i n g for the new 
Knight , who is to accompany them to battle. He now appears w i t h the nobles who bear 
Telramund's body, and explains that he is Lohengrin, son of Parsifal , and K n i g h t of the 
Holy Grail , whose Knights are only permitted to be absent on good deeds as long as they 
remain unknown, and, having been questioned by Elsa, must now return . The swan 
reappears, and Lohengrin bids Elsa farewell. Or t rud now declares that the Swan is 
Elsa's brother whom she (Ortrud) has transformed by magic. Lohengrin overhears this 
and kneels in prayer. A dove descends from Heaven, and the swan dives into the water, 
reappearing as Gottfried. As Lohengrin is led back to the castle of the Holy Grail by 
the dove, Elsa dies in her brother's arms. 
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