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ujtlexanc/er J^Lkimoff 

^1 LEXANDER AKIMOFF, Russian basso, belongs to that rare class 
U.JC 0 f s i n g e r s whom Emerson has described as being primarily 
the poet. He is a laureate of the Petrograd Imperial Conservatory, 
and while there was among the few chosen students to sing before 
the vast audience assembled to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of 
this world famed conservatory. So pronounced was the success of 
the young student that he was invited to sing at the Petrograd 
Opera soon after and, following his graduation in 1914, with the 
diploma of "Privileged Artist," Akimoff became a permanent mem
ber of the company. 

The Russian Revolution forced him to sing outside his own 
country, which proved a continuation of the career so brilliantly 
begun. He sings in six languages, and during his short residence in 
this country he has acquired acceptable ease in English and has 
received the highest praise from critics concerning his pure Eng' 
lish diction. 

The Critics Have Said: 
" A l e x a n d e r A k i m o f f possesses a 

y o u t h f u l l y v i r i l e a n d m u s i c a l bass 
v o i c e . " — N e w Y o r k T i m e s . 

" M r . A k i m o f f d isc loses a r i c h , 
p o w e r f u l v o i c e w h i c h he uses w i t h 
d r a m a t i c e f f e c t . " — N e w Y o r k H e r 
a l d . 

" B e y o n d a d o u b t , M r . A k i m o f f 
p leased h is a u d i e n c e . H e sang w i t h 
e loquence S c h u b e r t ' s ' D e a t h a n d t h e 
M a i d e n , ' a n d w i t h equa l s k i l l t h e 
' M o n k ' s S o n g ' f r o m ' B o r i s G o d o u n -
o f f . ' H e g a v e p l e a s u r e , t o o , by r e a 
son of h i s s m o o t h , r o u n d l y r e s o n a n t 
s i n g i n g in B e e t h o v e n ' s ' I n Q u e s t a 
T o m b a . ' I t is easy t o p i c t u r e M r . 
A k i m o f f as an a r r e s t i n g f i g u r e in 
t h e opera house . So f a r as v o i c e 
a lone w a s c o n c e r n e d , t h e r e is no 
s i n g e r of h is q u a l i t y in t h e M u s c o 
v i t e c o m p a n y t h a t v i s i t e d us las t 
a u t u m n . " — B o s t o n T r a n s c r i p t . 

" D e e p l y i m p r e s s e s h is a u d i e n c e ; 
i t w i l l be a p l e a s u r e t o w r i t e m o r e 
of h i m . " — N e w Y o r k E v e n i n g Post . 

" G r e a t d r a m a t i c a b i l i t y . " — N e w 
Y o r k A m e r i c a n . 

" A v o i c e of e x c e l l e n t d e p t h a n d 
r a n g e . " — N e w Y o r k E v e n i n g M a i l . 

" V o i c e a n d p e r s o n a l i t y a r o u s e s i n 
cere a p p r e c i a t i o n . " — D e t r o i t F ree 
Press . 

" M r . A k i m o f f , w h o m a d e a v e r y 
s u c c e s s f u l a p p e a r a n c e w i t h t h e D e 
t r o i t S y m p h o n y O r c h e s t r a , is t h e 
possessor of a bass v o i c e of u n u s u a l 
b e a u t y . H i s d i c t i o n is e x c e l l e n t a n d 
h is i n t e r p r e t a t i o n m o s t v i v i d a n d 
d r a m a t i c . " — O s s i p G a b r i l o w i t s c h . 

" O n e of t h e a r i s t o c r a t s of t h e 
l y r i c s t a g e . " — H e r m a n D e v r i e s , C h i 
cago E v e n i n g A m e r i c a n . 

" M r . A k i m o f f s h o w s a w a r m , m e l 
l o w vo ice of g r e a t b e a u t y a t i t s 
b e s t . " — C h i c a g o D a i l y J o u r n a l . 

" A voca l e n d o w m e n t of m o r e t h a n 
usua l v a l u e , r e g i s t e r e d w i t h a r t i s t i c 
t a s t e . " — M a u r i c e R o s e n f e l d , C h i c a g o 
D a i l y N e w s . 



Program 

OMBRA MAI FU ("Largo") Handel 
ARIA, "The Magic Flute" Mozart 
I N QUESTA TOMBA OSCURA Beethoven 

T H E BILD (Un Portret) Schubert 
DEATH AND THE MAIDEN Schubert 
DER LEIERMANN Schubert 
DAS ALTE LIED Grieg 

BIBLICAL SONG Dvora\ 
WOODS I N A U T U M N Francisca Vallejo 

(Lyric by Inglis Fletcher) 
FALSE PHILLIS Lane Wilson 
PRAYER Frrrst Bacon 

(Dedicated to Sigrid Onegin) 

DEEP RIVER Burleigh 

INTERMISSION 

ROMANCE OF THE DEMON Rubinstein 

T H E OLD CORPORAL Dargomizhs\y 

T H E LAST VOYAGE ....Alness 
T H E SONG OF THE FLEA ("Blocha") Moussorgs\y 

INVOCATION "ROBERTO" Meyerbeer 

DON JUAN'S SERENADE Tschai\ows\y 

MEFISTO'S BALLAD Boito 


